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NB. There are 2 editions of this Newsletter. One is for distribution within the club. The other 
is for publishing on the website. The latter has some information removed.  
 
Clout Shooting 
 
As more people are using the airfield, maintaining stringent safety rules is of paramount necessity. 
It is for this reason that our range has been enclosed with a fence and a permanent one proposed. 
 
Shoots of up to 80 yards (70 metres) can be safely shot within the enclosed area but any that are 
longer will compromise safety. Re-scheduling the clout shoots outside of the football season has 
alleviated this, although we cannot tell how long before football lasts all year. 
  
The recent two-way double clout very clearly showed that we can no longer continue this shoot in 
its present form, should the proposed permanent fence go ahead. The shorter distances required by 
the juniors means that some arrows will fall on the fence itself. For this reason, at future shoots, the 
only juniors allowed to shoot at clout alongside the seniors, will be those capable of reaching 140 
yards. This means that only two flags will be needed (4 for two-way clout) and they can be placed 
more centrally within the width of the range, giving a greater safety margin at the sides. 
 
The shooting line can be placed at the 20-yard range mark thereby placing the 140-yard clout 30 
yards past the fence. This will allow for undershoot and give sufficient safety overshoot at 180 
yards. For the return (two-way clout) The gents clout should be placed on the 60-yard range mark 
and the ladies at the 100 yard mark. This will place the return shooting line 110 yards from the 
fence thereby allowing the correct safety overshoot for the return. 
 
In the event of shooting outside the enclosed range, the whole excess area required must be 
cordoned off, plus the appropriate signage. This is to prevent other users from believing that the 
signage applies only to the enclosed range. The airfield management should be notified in advance 
of the intention to extend the range. This will allow the manager to make any arrangements 
necessary for the safety of other users. 
 
With all of the above taken into consideration it is proposed that a dedicated day to practice for the 
clout shoots be scheduled for the Sunday before the event, airfield management and our club diary 
permitting. 
 
 
 
Ian Mardon 
(Chairman) 
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Don Grant 
We were saddened to hear of the death of Don Grant. Some of the older members will remember 
Don and “Boo” Grant who shot with us some15 to 20 years ago. Don was especially useful for fetes 
due to his access to Ford vans for transporting equipment.  
 
“Coming Down”  
 
Compound Bows – Indoor Rounds      7th Dec 2009 
 
The following was circulated to all Judges by Andy Pointon, chairman of the Judges Committee. 
 
An incident has recently occurred at an Indoor Tournament where a Compound Archer 
decided to “come down” before shooting the arrow. Unfortunately, during this manoeuvre, 
the release aid triggered loosing the arrow which left the bow, hit the hard deck and 
returned backwards, fletchings first, between two archers just missing their heads. Luckily, 
no-one was injured, only shocked. 
The National Judge Committee have decided that with immediate effect, all Judges 
working at Indoor Tournaments advise all Compound Archers (possibly in their introduction 
address) to point at the target with their bows if the wish to “come down”, and not at the 
floor. Hopefully, this will stop any further incidents like the one mentioned from occurring 
again.  
The item will be discussed at the next Operations Committee Meeting in January hopefully 
having it entered in the rules. 
 
The above advice to remain pointing at the target while “coming down” is just as valid for all 
kinds of bow. The point is covered at beginners level but in future this point will be 
emphasised.  
 
Airfield Shooting 
A reminder that our licence to shoot on the airfield (incuding practice) does not cover Saturdays. 
The manager hopes to have the funds to erect permanent fencing round our range soon, meanwhile, 
if the temporary fence gets blown down or needs repair, he asks that the operations office are 
advised as it is not our responsibility to reinstate it.   
 
Annual Trophies - Juniors 
 
The following photos show those who won trophies this year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jack Wood                 Sean Black                            Joshua Peck       Joanne Murdock       Jonathan Peck 
Johnny Johnson  Score Improvement             Handicap            Handicap League        Top Score 
Novice Trophy  Trophy              Improvement       Trophy      Trophy 
                 Trophy 
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In December we purchased 5 new straw butts for use at the  
         Abercombie Centre for both Junior and Senior clubs. Along with the  
         cost of booking the 3 club coaches to attend the Southern Counties  
         Coaches Conference in March, this completes the items covered by  
         the grant. The grant was originally awarded to cover the purchase of  
         equipment to run a “Sport Unlimited” Course in Archery for selected  
         local schools. However, when the take up was less than anticipated,  
         we were fortunate in being allowed to vary the terms of the grant. The  

            Monitoring and Evaluation forms have now been completed and were 
           despatched on 11th December to Essex Community Foundation with  
           suppporting documentation and invoices. Receipt has been acknowledged. 

This grant has been of great value to the club and well worth the extra work necessary to obtain the award. 
The bows and associated equipment obtained to run the “Sports Unlimited” Course has all been used for 
other youngsters who have recently joined the club. We have now exhausted this avenue of additional funds.  
 
Club Child Protection Officer  
 
Julia Long is due to attend a “Safeguarding Children” Course on 21st January. On completion of this course, 
it is hoped that she will have completed all the requirements for her to take up her duties as the Club Child 
Protection Officer. You may recall that Gordon, the present CPO and Ian, the Deputy CPO are no longer 
acceptable because they are coaches. The process of installing Julia in as CPO started in September and it is 
a sign of the times that it has taken so long.  
 
Archery GB November Challenge (Juniors) 
 
This annual event is run by Archery GB and is open to all juniors in the country. Last year 420 tok part but 
this year the numbers increased to 715. Although it is supposed to be an indoor shoot, due to hall restrictions, 
we have to shoot it outside which places us at a bit of a disadvantage if it is a bit windy (which it was). 
However, we feel it is still worth having a go.  
 
The provisional results are – 
Class 2 – Junior Gentlemen under 16 recurve 
Adam Brookes 49/79 
Jonathan Peck  60/79 
Matthew Harrison 62/79 
Class 3 – Junior Gentlemen under 14 recurve 
Elliot Harrison  24/66 
Richard Wise  60/66 
Class 4 – Junior Gentlemen under 12 recurve 
Joshua Peck  12/88 
Class 8 – Junior Ladies under 12 recurve 
Joanne Murdock 20/34 
 
Frozen FITA,  3rd January 2010                                                                                                                    

 
A number 
of hoodies 
took part in 
the junior 
shoot! 
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It was a glorious sunny day with virtually no wind although the temperature was hovering around the zero 
mark. The seniors shot the Epping Archers “Frozen FITA” – a made up handicap shoot with 6 ends at 30 
metres on an 80cm face and which uses members indoor handicap for obtaining the final positions. The 
winner was Chris Long (343) – again! Roger cannot remember anyone holding on to his title before.  
2nd was Mick Osbourn (312)  and 3rd Nicola Binder (311).  
 
The juniors shot an Epping Archers Short Merlin, another made up shoot with the GCSE in mind.  
6 ends at 20 yards on a 40cm face. Again, we used the indoor handicap to obtain the final positions. 
1st  Sarah Murdock (274) 
2nd  Matthew Harrison (268) 
3rd Adam Brookes (259) 
 
Thanks 
 
Once again, Julia Long provided the much needed and much appreciated hot coffee, hot soup and hot dogs at 
the Frozen FITA. This year she was helped by Staci-Ann who was unable to shoot. Despite trying very hard, 
she had failed to slice her finger off with a corned beef tin.  
 
Julia (and Staci-Ann) also organised the refreshments at the seniors presentation and fun shoot before 
Christmas and ran the raffle. Thanks to those who donated prizes for the raffle. This money goes into the 
club’s equipment fund after covering any costs incurred at the fun shoot and the Frozen FITA.  
 
Ian paid for the food at both events in lieu of sending everyone a Christmas Card.  
 
At the Archery Diner, Arthur Tuck made a very welcome donation to club funds. Arthur is a founder 
member of the club and his wife, Ada, was also a member and staunch supporter for many years. He and Ada 
always manage to come along to the annual Archery Dinner.    
 
Ten Pin Bowling - Juniors 
  
The Juniors annual ten pin-bowling outing has been provisionally booked for 2pm, Saturday 20th February at 
Lakeside Bowling in Bishops’ Stortford. The cost is £6 for 2 games. Food and drink is available but it is not 
included in the price. Please contact Julia Long for any further information.  
 
Planned List of Events for 2010 
 
The planned list of events for 2010 is included with this Newsletter. As stated on the second page, it is not 
cast in stone and is subject to revision as the year unfolds. We are often contacted at quite short notice by 
outside bodies to see if we can mount some form of archery session for them. Wherever possible, we like to 
oblige as it is always extra income for the club and it also keeps us in with the local community. 
Unfortunately, few of them seem to realize that we do not have a full time paid staff that is available to 
attend such functions at the drop of a hat.  
In this respect, the club is very grateful to those, who in the past, have managed to revise their work 
schedules in order to help out.  
 
Andy Harris League 
 
At the end of 2009 about half way through, Epping Archers were 6th in Division 2.  
(However, if it went on points and not matches, we would be second). 
Epping Juniors QH lay 4th in division 4 and Epping Archers AB lay 6th in division 5.  
�
Finally. 
 
Apparently, a one-day weather forecast requires about 10 billion mathematical calculations.  
�
�
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